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his own torpedo tube in order to bring help. This is what actually
happened. One of our newest submarines, with a crew of seventy-two,
went down the Clyde with hatches not screwed tight. When she
submerged she went to the bottom. Captain Goodhart, D.S.O., who
was second in command and a very fat man, agreed to be screwed
up in the conning tower and to have air pumped in to the same
pressure as the water outside. When they opened the hatch Goodhart
got out, but he was never seen alive again. His body was recovered
a fortnight later. So far from a fat man being able to close the hatch,
he was shot out of it by the air pressure. Another submarine went
down and pumped air and liquid food into the derelict for nearly
three days. Meanwhile, her bow was hoisted and a hole was cut
through the tank, and through this hole they rescued forty-two men
at the last gasp from asphyxiation. Thirty of the crew were dead.
Feb. ii. Captain Wardle thinks that the submarine menace is well
in hand and will become less destructive every day. There is a curious
position. Neutrals refuse to send their vessels to England. We
retaliate by detaining every neutral vessel in our ports; consequently,
if we starve, the neutrals will starve with us. Wardle says that he
believes in the mad-dog theory and thinks that in six weeks or so the
main German fleet will come out and engage our Grand Fleet, while
a few vessels will come and shell the coast towns and kill as many
people as possible before being sunk themselves.
Another point is that we can no longer compel all ships to come
to Kirkwall and Falmouth because it will be forcing them to enter
a danger zone. Consequently, we are sending the whole of our con-
trolling staffs to Halifax, Jamaica and Sierra Leone. Bernsdorff's ship
is to be examined at Halifax. He is taking with him every spy in the
place and is going direct to Copenhagen.
The bag of German submarines last week was eight for certain.
This morning the Admiralty examined the captain and chief engineer
of a British ship, who had been taken prisoners and kept on a German
submarine. The Germans sank another ship and were about to sink
a third when something went wrong and she failed to submerge.
A British submarine came up and began firing at her. The German
captain lost his head physically as well as morally by putting it out of
the conning tower and having it knocked off by a shell. There was